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Dear members and friends, 
 

 
 

This yearôs Nepali New Year picnic will be 

held in Orlando in Lee Moore Park. Our  

local Orlando team has worked hard to put 

the program together and should be a grand 

success. All of you must have got an e-vite for the event.  Please respond to it at 

the earliest possible as we need a good head count. Details on the program are 

included in this newsletter as well as our FNA website. During this program we 

will have our song and dance program. On top of this INLS FL-chapter is 

organizing a first ever state wise poetry competition. This will definitely be a 

majestic and special program. 
 

We had a lot of activities in the last couple of months. On January 12, 2010, a 

powerful earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 in the Richter scale hit our 

neighboring country Haiti. Our Nepali community joined hands and a lot of 

people personally contributed towards the Haiti relief fund. FNA donated fifty 

dollars towards this cause. I thank all our members and friends who contributed 

towards this humanitarian cause. 
 

Our very own Florida Chautari team participated in the south Florida Bangladesh 

Football (soccer) tournament and in fact won the competition on January 24, 

2010 scoring 5 goals against 2. Congratulations Florida Chautari. You have made 

our Nepalese community proud. I wish the team success in all future games and 

hope you be triumphant all the time. 
 

This is census year and the census day April 01 just passed by. It is very 

important for ALL of us to fill this out. I had sent out a couple of emails on how 

to fill out the form, specifically with question number 9. We have to identify 

ourselves as "other" and then put "NEPALI" in the given space below. The 

federal government sets aside 400 billion dollars each year to spend on internal 

infrastructure and services. That is more than a thousand dollars per person. If we 

do not identify ourselves, then we kind of loose this money being spent on us. 
 

The Non-Resident-Nepal (NRN) Fourth Regional Conference is going to be held 

in Houston Texas from May 28 to 30. The last three regional conferences were 

held in Doha, Qatar (2005), Bonn, Germany (2006) and Bangkok, Thailand 

(2008). The global NRN conferences are held around Dashain time in 

Kathmandu.  The 4th global NRN conference was held on October 13-15, 2009. 

FNA is a member of NRN/NCC  of USA. 
 

That is all for this time. I hope the new Nepali year brings happiness and 

prosperity among all of us here and in Nepal. 
 

Thank you. 

 

Sanjay Bajracharya 

President 

 

Wish you a Very 
Happy and Prosperous  

Nepali New Year 
2067 B.S. 

 
 

Florida-Nepal Association 
Family 

 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE IN THIS ISSUE 
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Nepali New Year 2067 picnic 

 
 

FNA Nepali New Year 2067 picnic will be held 

Saturday April 17, 2010 in Orlando. Lee P Moore park is 

the venue and official program will be held from 12:00 

Noon till 5:00 PM. Let's welcome the Nepali New Year 

with a bang !! 
 

Date and Time: 

Saturday, April 17, 2010------ 12:00 Noon - 5:00 PM 
 

Venue: 

Pavilion #2, Lee P Moore park 

106 Sweet Bay Drive 

Sanford, FL 32773 
 

Program: 

11:30 Barbeque and food preparation 

12:00 Registration and social networking 

01:00 Lunch (Main course) 

    - Chicken BBQ, Khashi, 2 Veg, Rice, Naan, Achaar 

02:45 Program start 

    - Welcome message 

    - Condolence to late Girija Prasad Koirala 

    - Kavita Gosthi: organized by INLS-FL Chapter 

    - Song and dance 

04:00 Tea break, snacks 

04:45 Clean up 

05:00 Wrap up 
 

Song and Dance: 

If you are interested in performing any song or dance 

item, please contact Ms. Monika Pradhan at (321) 297-

5535 or email at monika.pradhan@live.fr. We have 

allocated about 30 minutes for song and dance. 
 

Picnic cost: 

Children 12 and under                           FREE 

Age 13 - 18 and Students (with Id)         $8.00 

Adult (FNA member)                             $8.00 

Adult (FNA non member)                       $11.00 
 

Membership Renewal: 

If you have not renewed your membership for this year 

or want to become a member of FNA, there could be no 

better time than now. During the picnic you can renew 

your membership for half the price which will be valid 

till Dashain of this year (October 2010). Our yearly 

membership fee is $25 for family and $10 for individual. 

During the picnic event, you can renew your 

membership for $12 for family and $5 for individual. 
 

Directions: 

Florida Turnpike North bound 

- Take exit 259 to merge onto I-4 East Partial toll road 

(see I-4 East Bound for further direction) 

I-4 East Bound or West Bound 

- Take exit 82A, merge onto FL-408E Toll road (7.5 mi) 

- Slight left at Florida 417 Toll N (17.3 mi) 

- Take exit 50 for US-92 E/US-17 N toll road (0.7 mi) 

- Turn left at S Orlando Dr (1.5 mi) 

- Turn right at W Lake Mary Blvd (0.2 mi) 

- Take the 1st right onto Live Oak Blvd (0.6 mi) 

- Take the 3rd right onto Sweet Bay Dr 

Park will be on the right 
 

If you are in the park vicinity and need further assistance 

actually getting there, please call Mr. Dhan Thapa at 

(407) 325-2341. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

x[dg kf:gL 

 

ljsf; b]jsf]6f "gofF 3/]" 
ljG6/ kfs{, k\mnf]l/8f          

 

 

 

 

hLjg?kL ;~hfn leq cGgsf] k|fzg 

xif{ g} 5fof] 5 dlxgf lbgdf ag x} k|;Gg 

dfgj rf]nf ;f+;fl/s hLjg wd{ xf] kljq 

;l/tf r "8f wGo 5g\ hf]8L b'O{ 5f]/f ljlrq .. 

 

xif{ g} eof] hGdFbf ltdL ;fOt Sof /fd|f] 

u/]/ sd{ cufl8 a9\g] ;+:sf/ 5 xfd|f] 

pQ/ pQ/ k|ult ltd|f] cflzif nfuf];\ x} 

ljl;{g x'Gg lkt[ / dft[ ;Ddfg /fv x} .. 

 

x's{]/ hLjg Pslbg ltdL o'js agf}nf 

e]6 eP sFxL b'O{ xft hf]8L gd:sf/ u/f}nf 

;do cfpnf Pslbg To:tf] pGglt b]vf}+nf 

; 'v / zflGt k|ult b]Vg Pslbg lkm/f}+nf .. 

 

lyl//L u/L kfOnf rfNof} Sof ld7f] af]nL Tof] 

Tof] tf]t] af]nL ;/n jf0fL e'Nb}g sf]xL Tof] 

;fg} 5f} ltdL a'e\mb}gf} s]xL caf]w a]nf of] 

xf] ltd|} lglDt cflzjf{b lbg ePsf] e]nf of] .. 

 

5 dlxgf ljTof] k|zGg pT;j Sof 7"nf] hd36 

;j}sf] dfof a/fa/ x'G5 xF'b}g yk36 

Xh'/cfdf ug'{ x'G5 Kof/ Sof /fd|f] ;';f/  

bL3f{o' / ; ':jf:Yo ag oxL 5 k'sf/ .. 

 

Tof] lbg cfpF5 ;dfpg] ltDfLn] slk / snd 

b':vL / ul/a e]6]gL sfFxL nufpm x} dnd 

ljb\jfg ag] ;a}n] lrG5g\ ToxL xf] :jwg 

k9]/ w]/} pGglt u/ cflzjf{b x[dg .. 
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Florida Chautarians and Soccer 

-Niraj Shrestha and Dev Bhandary 

Soccer, also known as football (in Nepali ñÕ¾ȓęÏɨò), has been 

a popular outdoor sports for a long time. In Nepal soccer is the 

most popular sport played. Though there is lack of 

infrastructure for this sports still Nepalese love to play and 

watch this sport. An estimated 300 million people will watch 

the upcoming FIFA world cup 2010 in South Africa this 

summer. It was this enthusiasm during the last FIFA World 

Cup where a few soccer loving fans from South Florida came 

up with idea to play soccer. This idea was generated at Prajesh 

Neupaneôs house, who ultimately lead a small team of men 

starting from their mid 30's on up at a park near his house. 

Later in that group a few young guys joined and this group 

started to play seriously every week. The team got a boost 

when Rajan Raymajhi, former national player of Nepalese 

football team, joined the group. This lead the soccer group to 

form a team, Florida Chautari (ěÙɨȎØÊɟ ÃɩÍɟØɡ) was born 

(ñChautariò is a place in villages in Nepal where people 

discuss their daily lives to help each other). Later in the year 

another national player, Basant Thapa, joined Florida Chautari 

to increase the level of play. To extend the popularity of 

soccer Florida Chautari organized a friendly match with 

another Nepalese soccer group in Tampa. Since that match 

was a first of its kind in the Florida Nepalese community it 

drew a lot of attention locally. The Abi Kattel Foundation 

contributed a championship trophy for the match and helped to 

sponsor a running trophy. Since soccer has been gaining more 

popularity among Nepalese community here in S. Florida, 

Florida Nepal Association (FNA) decided to introduce a 

soccer match in the FNA organized Dashain Festival in 

Gainesville for the first time. In the last three years Florida 

Chauatri has been winning this trophy, now also known as 

Annual Abi Kattel Cup. Florida Chautari has also participated 

in Annual Association of Nepalese in America (ANA) soccer 

tournament in 2008. Recently the S. Florida Bengali 

Association organized a league match among South Asian 

teams here in South Florida in which Florida Chautari also 

participated. The tournament was played in a league/knock-

out basis. In the final match Florida Chautari beat the Palm 

Beach Tigers 5-2.  Rajan took the highest scorer award while 

Subash Shrestha took the best player award for the team. Since 

that first warm summer day four years ago Florida 

Chautarians have been playing soccer almost every weekend 

here in South Florida. During that time not only do we play 

this great sport, but we exchange our daily life for a few hours 

to put sport back in our lives. (Photograph courtesy of 

Narayan Basnet).  (Everyone is welcome to join the Chautari. 

you can send email to floridachautari@gmail.com for more 

information) 

 

Haiti  Earthquake Victim Relief donation 

Haiti was rocked on January 12, 2010 by the largest 

earthquake ever recorded in the area. The earthquake had 

a preliminary magnitude of 7.0 on the Richter scale and 

was centered about 10 miles west of Port-au-Prince. The 

full extent of the damage is still being assessed with 

casualties already in tens of thousands and increasing 

every hour. 

At this moment of Natural disaster in Haiti , Florida-

Nepal Association FNA extends its sincere condolences 

to Haiti and Haitians around the world and not to forget 

the large Haitian community in South Florida. We are 

extremely saddened by the devastation and our thoughts 

and prayers are with the injured and the relatives of the 

victims.  

Joining hands together with millions of others, the 

following organizations and indivisuals has contributed 

to the Haiti relief and support fund.  

FNA pledged $50 donation. Check sent to NRN 

National coordination Council of USA. 

 

INLS-FL Chapter pledged $25 donation. 

Nepali Sai Bhajan Samuha of West Palm Beach 

collected $712 which was matched by Office Depot 

penny-to-penny (courtesy Chandan Shrestha of West 

Palm Beach) making a total contribution of $1424 sent 

through Office Depot. 

Mr. Srihari Shrestha  of West Palm Beach handed over 

$111 cash to FNA. FNA sent a  check for the same 

amount to NRN National coordination Council of USA. 

Miami -Nepal team collected $205 through MercyCorps. 

According to press release, NRN National coordination 

Council of USA in partnership with a number of 

individuals and organizations made a total contribution 

of $9036.45 for the Haiti Earthquake Disaster. 

If any individual or local organization made any 

contribution to Haiti Relief Fund and would like to 

inform FNA, please send us an email. 

Lastly, FNA would like to thank all individuals who 

contributed for this humanitarian effort in helping the 

Haiti earthquake disaster victims. 
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United States Census 2010: 

Itôs in our hands 
 

 
 

The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, 

and is required by the Constitution to take place every 10 

years. The data collected by the census also help determine the 

number of seats your state has in the U.S. House of 

Representatives. 

 

It's so important that you need to fill in the form and promptly 

mail it back. Census information affects the numbers of seats 

your state occupies in the U.S. House of Representatives. And 

people from many walks of life use census data to advocate 

for causes, rescue disaster victims, prevent diseases, research 

markets, and locate pools of skilled workers and more. 

 

When you do the math, it's easy to see what an accurate count 

of residents can do for your community. Better infrastructure. 

More services.  A brighter tomorrow for everyone. In fact, the 

information the census collects helps to determine how more 

than $400 billion dollars of federal funding each year is spent 

on infrastructure and services like: 

 

¶ Hospitals 

¶ Job training centers 

¶ Schools 

¶ Senior centers 

¶ Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects 

¶  Emergency services 

 

More detail on Census 2010 can be found in their website 

http://2010.census.gov/2010census 

 

For Census in Nepali (including the census form in Nepali) 

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/language/nepali.php 

 

Questions You May Have 

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/questions.php 

 

Some common Q & A (taken from the official Census 2010 

website) 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. What if I don't receive the form? 

A. If you did not receive a form, call the Telephone 

Questionnaire Assistance center at. (If you prefer a Spanish-

speaking operator, then dial 1-866-928-2010.) The lines will 

be open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (your local time) seven days a 

week from February 25, 2010 through July 30, 2010. For the 

hearing-impaired, TDD 1-866-783-2010 (during the times 

noted above). 

 

Q. Is there another way to get the form other than the mail? 

A. Be Counted forms are census forms that are available at 

various community locations for use by people who either did 

not receive a form in the mail or whose information was not 

collected on any other form. Be Counted forms are available 

in English, Nepali, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese and 

Russian. These forms can be picked up in various community 

locations and mailed back in the attached postage-paid 

envelope. 

 

Q. Can I fill the form out online? 

A. No, not this time. We are experimenting with Internet 

response options for the future 

 

How to fill the form (very Important) 

On question number 9 choose ñOther Asianò and write down 

ñNEPALIò on the box below. 

 

 

http://2010.census.gov/2010census
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/language/nepali.php
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/questions.php
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Machine Readable Passport (MRP) 

Press Release 
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Machine Readable Passport (MRP): 

What is it? What you need to do? 
-Sanjay Bajracharya 
 

A Machine Readable Passport (MRP) is a travel 

document where the data on the identity page is encoded 

in optical character recognition format. Many countries 

began to issue machine readable travel documents in the 

1980s. 
 

The format for MRP specified by the International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO) became the worldwide 

standard on July 11, 2005. The ICAO has set the 

deadline to all its 188 member nations for issuing MRPs 

starting on April 01, 2010. Nepal is a member of this 

organization and needs to start issuing MRPs by this 

date. 
 

The advantages of machine readable passports include: 

¶ Faster processing of arriving passengers by 

immigration officials 

¶ More secure, compared to the manually read 

passports that preceded them, since the data read 

by the machine would always be the same as the 

data in the database 
 

Concerning the hand-written regular passports that have 

been issued so far and the MRP, the government wants 

to make the following information known to the public: 

(Unofficial translation of the press release) 
 

1. Hand-written regular passports will be issued 

until March 31, 2010. 

2. Hand-written regular passports issued until 

March 31, 2010 will be valid only until 

November 24, 2015 for international travel. 

3. Individuals whose regular passports are valid 

only till December 2010 are encouraged to make 

a new passport by March 31, 2010. 

4. After November 24, 2015, all international 

travelers need to hold MRPs; so hand-written-

regular-passport holders need to replace their 

regular passports with MRPs before this date. 

5.  The government has made all efforts on issuing 

MRPs starting on April 01, 2010 following the 

deadline set by the ICAO but has not been able 

to do so because of the complicated procedures 

of issuing MRPs, and cannot issue MRPs as 

easily as the regular passports because of their 

security nature; currently, every district 

administration has been issuing regular passports 

but cannot issue MRPs as the regular passports; 

so, only the Central Passport Office of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs will issue MRPs. 

6.  The Central Passport Office of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs will take eight to ten weeks for 

issuing MRPs after the receipt of application. 

7. The notice of the fees required for issuing MRPs 

starting on April 01, 2010 and for replacing the 

regular passports with MRPs will be published 

after the Government of Nepalôs decision on it. 

 

"For th is is a Journey that we must all take, and Each must go Alone 
It's all a part of the Master's plan A step on the road to Home"  

Heartfelt Condolence 
 

 

Late SHREE ROHINI RAJ SATYAL father of  Mr. Pramod Kumar 

Sharma, Mr. Ajaya Satyal (FNA past president) and Mr. Jaya Satyal 

passed away in Nepal on March 14, 2010 at the age of 95. Our 

deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolence to the Satyal family. Late 

Mr. Satyal is survived by his wife Mrs. Shanta Devi Satyal together 

with five sons and two daughters and grand children and great grand 

children.  

We extend our deepest condolence to the family and pray that may 

lord provide them the strength to overcome this moment of grief. May 

the departed soul rest in peace. 

Florida Nepal Association Family Late Mr. ROHINI  RAJ SATYAL 

(1915 - 2010) 
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A Brief Review of  

Abi Kattel Memorial Foundation  
 

The Abi Kattel Memorial foundation established in 2006 

to continue Abiôs legacy of helping behavior and to keep 

his soul alive.  Subsequently, it carries its objective to 

help others.   Following are the brief review of the 

foundation supported programs and activities for year 

2009-2010. 

Scholarship programs: 

Travel only grants ($200.00):   

For year 2009 the foundation conferred this grant to Mr. 

Reejan Karki, a high school student from Nepal who 

came to Orlando, Florida to present a paper on the 

Astrophysics at NASA.  

Academic Scholarship ($ 1000.00) to the college:   

Ms. Puspha Pungeni a student of Salem College, North 

Carolina became the winner of the scholarship of 

$1000.00 for 2009 (detail on web site).  Please 

encourage fresh graduates to apply for the Abi Kattel 

Memorial Scholarship 2010.  Visit 

www.abikattelfoundation.org for detail information.   

Youth Scholarship ($ 1001.00) to the summer camp 

children at YMCA (YMCA Boynton beach, where Abi 

used to work):    

We have five scholarship recipients for year 2009, they 

are Michael Mitchell, R.J. Mitchell,  

T-Jaye McFadden, Daniel Harrison and Gabriella 

Gonzalez (pictures on the website). 

Other programs: 

Abi Kattel Memorial Trophy: A running trophy given to 

the winner team of annual soccer tournaments. The 

Florida Chautari Soccer team, winner of 3 consecutive 

years also grabbed the trophy of 2009 during Dasain 

celebration at Tampa, October 2009.  

Annual Homeless Feeding: Two hundred homeless 

people were served bagged lunches with drinks at St. 

Ann Place (homeless center) at Rivera Beach on 

December 18
th   

2009.  This was the 4
th
 year of homeless 

feeding in memory of Abi. 

The Second Annual Run for Education: A 5 K run/walk 

event was organized at Okeeheelee Park on January 16, 

2010.  The event was a great success with a total of 129 

people registered for the event.  Among 129 participants 

84 people completed the competition.  The participants 

included professional runners both male and female 

categories and the age groups ranging from 12 to 75 

years. Trophies and awards were distributed to top three 

winners in each age group.  

Annual Abi Kattel Memorial Picnic 2010: An outdoor 

gathering was organized on Abiôs birth day, January 31, 

as a memorial day at Okeeheelee Park, West Palm 

Beach.  About 150 friends and families of all age groups 

were at the park.  Everybody enjoyed the home 

marinated barbeque chicken with other home cooked 

food served at the picnic.  At the end of picnic 7 

different prizes were raffled. 

Annual Blood Drive for Needy People: In coordination 

with Floridaôs Blood center a blood drive was organized 

on the Abi Kattel Memorial Day at the same location, 

Okeeheelee Park.  It was a big success with 23 total 

blood donors.  Among the donors a special mention of 

16 years old Biswrut Nepal the youngest and 

enthusiastic donor.  This was the fourth year of such 

blood drive.  

Similarly, on February 13, 2010 - For the second year, 

Nepalese Student Association of Florida International 

University (FIU) organized a blood drive at the FIU 

premises for Abi Kattel Memorial Foundation.  Mr. 

Choodamani Khanal, President of the association was 

instrumental in organizing this blood drive.  

Annual Raffle:  This yearôs fund raising raffle prizes 

were the seven hotels with 2 nights stay from Orlando to 

Key West.  All seven raffle prizes were courtesy of our 

own Gyanu Sthapit to the Foundation.  The raffle prizes 

were drawn by seven children in the midst of many 

spectators at DeVos Blum Family YMCA, Boynton 

Beach on March 1, 2010.  The raffle program was the 

only winner of this yearsô fund raising program by 

generating $1050 for the Foundation. This was only 

possible because of the friends and the familiesô 

involvement within and outside the nepalese community.   

All your help in both time and money is highly 

praiseworthy.  

Please visit www.abikattelfoundation.org for detailed 

information.  

We would appreciate your continued support and 

participation on the activities and programs of this 

foundation to make it grow.   Together, we can nourish 

this foundation to grow into a giant tree capable of 

offering shades and supports to the others in need.    

Please help us build on the good memories of Abi and 

let us continue this through ñthose who live in the hearts 

of others never dieò. 

For questions and suggestions about this Foundation, its 

programs and participation please contact Bijaya or 

Archana Kattel @ ph # 561-792-7772 or Abi Kattel 

memorial foundation www.abikattelfoundation.org

http://www.abikattelfoundation.org/
http://www.abikattelfoundation.org/
http://www.abikattelfoundation.org/
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Everest Kitchen at  

Asian Food Fair and Cultural Show 
-Sunita Shrestha 
 

Finally, the Everest Kitchen in 17th Asian Food Fair and 

Cultural Show on 27 and 28 March 2010 in Delray 

Beach Down town, Florida is recognized as a Grand 

Success Event. We were fully satisfied and happy to 

represent our motherland Nepal through Everest 

Kitchen. We interacted with hundreds of other 

nationalities and talked about Nepal. Most of them 

already knew about our delicious product as they have 

already visited Nepal. We made many new friends under 

our National Flag. We believed that Everest Kitchen has 

not only generate a fun in this show but also  create a 

platform to introduce our Country in front of others and 

building up a rapport with other organizations. 
 

 
 

Typical Nepali dances performed by Monica Pradhan 

and Pragya from Orlando also helped to introduce Nepal 

from the main stage of the program.  
 

 
 

FCAT Talent Prize for the Grade 4 of 2009 from all 

Asian Origin students, which was awarded in this 

program to Swochchhanda Shrestha from West Palm 

Beach also made all Nepalese proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vice Present of FNA Mr. Bimal Nepal and Mrs. Srijana 

Nepal was so close to winning the first prize (Car) of 

raffle in the event but they were awarded with a Sari as a 

second prize. It looked like Nepal day. 
 

 
 

This event would not have been such a Grand 

Success without your best wishes, support and 

participation. A big gathering of all Nepalese 

Community in the event has certainly proved the high 

level of support and unity among us. A special thanks go 

to the Nepalese Embassy Washington, DC for providing 

the free issues of various publications about Nepal , The 

Florida Nepal Association (FNA), INLS Florida 

Chapter, Florida Chautari, Nepalese Student Association 

of FIU and the Bangladesh Association of Florida. 
 

The initiative and the concept of Everest Kitchen was 

introduced  by 6 Nepalese Ladies from West Palm 

Beach which includes Sumitra Joshi, Mrs Sunita 

Shrestha, Mrs Mithu Joshi, Mrs Sujata Shrestha, Mrs 

Shanta Pradhan Gautam and Mrs Rojina Shrestha. 
 

We would like to express the sincere thanks from the 

bottom of our heart to all Nepalese Community residing 

in Florida for their support. 
 

This activity of Everest Kitchen has been published as a 

news  by nepaljapan.com and dcnepal.net. Please visit 

their webpage to see the news under the heading of 

�\ �˜ �/�Ð�š�€�!�€�* �Ý�› �*�Ð�š�Œ�! �š�!�Ï �™�˜ �! �f�—�š�/�  �Q�Š �i�€�…�/�“ �€�* �“ �!�˜ �–�!�Š 

�“ �/�”�!�› �€�* �l�…�“ �!�Ð�š. 


