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We had a wonderful year filled with variou

activities. We had fund raising program foi

Bhutanese refugees of Nepalese origin liv  _

mainly in metro Jacksonville area. Our local community of Jackson

headed by two of our FNA Ex Presidents Mr. Rajeev Lamsal and Dr. Dhi

Acharya has helped the Bhutanese community in a grand scale. They

made the Bhutanese Nepalese community dtdlome and provided muc

5f]/LnfO{ Ir7L needed assistance in any way possible. We did a donation drive from

Page 8 Florida and handed over eight computers and four large plastic bags f

clothes and utensils on January 24, 200Bere are about300 Bhutane:

AOQ refugeesof Nepalese origin around Jacksonville, FL and another 2(
Page 8 Tampa, FL.

Lhotshampas: Evicted from Bhutan
Page 5

Bhutani Refugees in Florida
Page 6

Famous Nepali Cine actor Mr. Bhuvan KC was in Florida promoting
Treasurer's Report latest movie. There were 2 screenings, one in West Palm Beach and «
Page 9 Miami. The local community enjoyed theorie and also had a chance to ta
some pictures with Mr. KC.
Migration of Nepalese History,

Status and Challenges Ahead We also had a very successful Nepal Study Forum program on Augus

200. Four distinguished speakdps. Hari Pandey, Dr. Bijaya Kattel, Mr
Pramod Sharma and Dr. Sharada Bhandary spolktkeoaccasion. The topic
of the forum was @ Mistayy @tdtus and Chalfengd
Aheado.

During the 2064 Dashain party (Gainesville, October 27, 2007) we helc
Executive and AdvisoryCommittee first sports activity to broaden our Dashain program. That year we
Pagel?2 football (soccer) and basketball tournament. To follow this trend, in 2
Dashain party (West Palm Beach, October 11, 2008), we held footbal
tennis tournament. Keeping the trend and to further enhance the particij
of players, i n hain partgto hedeldrimdTampa 6nBOGtob
i 10, 2009, we have added volleyball and badminton tournament on top ¢
Hap py DaShaIn & favorite football tournament. FNA in collaboration with Abi Kattel memori
Tihar 2066 Foundation (AKMF), the AKMF football shield will be held eveBNA
Dashain party. This will be a running shield.

Page 10

FNA Dashain Event 2066
Page 11

FNA Dashain Event Lastly, | will all of you a very happy Vijaya Dashami and hope all of y
Saturday, October 10th, 2009 enjoy the festival times. This i

enjoy it. See you all in Tampa.
The Caribbean American Club Inc. Thank you.

6211 S. Martindale Avenue Sanjay Bajracharya
Tampa, FL 33611 President
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Craft Our New Legacy
Dr. Hari Pandey

Legacy is the pride of the Country aederyone should
embrace it. We have but few legacies which are there
forever and will remain with us for a long time to come.
Qur |l egacy as a brave r-ema
Gurkhas recognized by British army is surely and slowly
disappearing in théack ground of modern weapons used
during war. Our warriors were used by British most recently
during the Falkland war in 1982 and Indian army still uses
our warrior in Pakistani border area as a shield in the front
line. Nepalese soldiers are sincere,rless, brave and
unselfish. These qualities are our legacy the reason why
both British and Indian army appreciate, recognized and
provided source of employment for our youth. British used
to have recruiting camp, one in the East of Nepal at Dharan
and Bhaiahwa at the West. Both camps were active to
recruit the youth until early part of 1970.

Our Gurkhas still protect Queen Elizabeth and other royalty
in England. Similarly, they are the pride of protection to the
royalty in Brunei. The king of Brunei showinterest to
employee Gurkhas as British was closing the camp in
HongKong. As a result, there is lots of Nepalese army still
in Brunei. This is our legacy which generates an
employment and it is a source of our foreign exchange
earnings and help to booste Countryods
of remittance. It gives us pride for this legacy but let us
admit this is a dying breed.

Ot her |l egacy i s of iBirth
Buddha was born in Nepal but to establish this legacy we
had a long fight with Indiaand now whole world come to

e c ofhlomty efbl‘yatwaoynal i

Our proud Motherland gave birth of such a person whc
enlightened to the world and brought immense message
fiLove and Peaceo throughou
our self; are we really content and proud of the
circumstances prevaili in ,the Country and with our
hofitidal 1baers Haﬁa‘?n’é?&é‘sﬁu%tfbrﬁv Aré'fof we bsRdm8
to recognize as land of Peace and birth place of Buddha?
fact, in the Country there is rleeace, kidnapping, murder,
Bandha, Hartal crippled the economy with acute loac
shedding, shortages of food, gas, water and other essenti
materials are lacking. Mutual respect and trust among
people is dispel in the | a
Lumbini project that draws world attention over twenty year
back is still in such a mess. Have we done anything to kee
Buddha message alive? Where is our legacy? Where is o
pride?

Our ot her |l egacy is of e X |
Country. We wee proud when Tensing Norgay scaled the
Everest in 1953 along with Edmund Hillary. It was a
pompous moment in our history. In fact, Mt Everest, the
majestic peak of the world was virgin until 1953. It was a
great challenge to mankind to conquer the highes
mountain. Once the North and South Pole had been reach:
by the explorer, the next geographical feat to capture the

magi nati on

nTh| Pol eo. Attempts to

was When the forblddekmgdom of Tibet opened its border
utsiders. ember of

d
e it hoon B B A i on Sobele oY

is interesting to learn the reaction of early climber when

know the fact. We are proud Buddha was born in our ZL © 3\,2 r as k efd t huesm t hre, M?llr;rye ?S‘
mot herl and around 566 B.C. an hi 'Cea ng ﬁ_lg_'eace
| oved embrace by over 300 m@hallengee rpf Everest rpses @normous difficyities an

pertinent to mention brief teaching and understanding of
Buddhaand the reason of the religion becoming so popular.

Buddha predicted ANothing
his eight noble paths, right view, thoughts, speech, conduct,
livelihood, effort, mhdfulness and concentration and his
five practices such as love, generosity, contentment,
truthfulness and awareness is so practical even in the
present context. It is the main cause why Buddhism is so
popular.

Having Pancha Sila the five percepts do netessarily
make a person Buddhist unless he takes refuge in the
ATriple Gemo
Universe wisdom, Dhammgperfect code of discipline and
Sangha model for a layman. His teaching although was of
around 566 B.C. but has all the essence, quality and touch
of practicality of our modern day today life.

I 62§ OtOO féet-'t.J atlr'tl\

changes and there is a law of cause and effects. Similarly, level,

whi c h -thesacmé efs c rHISH)

danger includes avalanches, crevasses, ferocious winds
to 125 mph, sudden storms, temperature of 40 OF belo
zero, and oxygen deprivai t h-ebové d
ds (ﬂﬂg} é tle%l ésﬁnﬁc’h ox?gtén al s¥e
increasing the chances of hyperthermia, frost bite
high altitude pulmonary and corebrad edema. Even whe
breathing bottled oxygen, climber experience rexie
fatigue, impaired judgment and coordination headaches
nausea, double vision and sometime hallucination. In spit
of such danger between 1922 and 2006 Everest has be
climbed by almost 3000 audacious people from twenty
Countries. It is amazing and aifying for us to be
extremely happy on the Legendary Apa Sherpa who hol
the record for the its of any climber on Everes
e a?resddyng) biéqql':[?/e%st

Nrneteen i mes and count.i
It is a fact, our Country rank among the pooresintaes in
the world; tourism is critical economic life line. Although,
we have tremendous rich culture, breath taking scene ar

n
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religious traditions but to be precise best paying tourist
travel for mountain climbing and trekking. The industry

earned aboubur percent of our GNP and make about half

a billion dollar. Mount Everest climbers have been a reliable
income source. This type of tourism prevail even during the
decade long Maoist uprising of mostly poor rural farmers
foll owed as Asx iasvioost woednadhe o f
to a cease fire in 2007.

In climbing season between March and May, Khumbu
region population soars from 40,000 to 700,000. These

goose? Should not we have the responsibilities to prote
our legacy?

We have seen our | egaciyBisu
pl ace of Buddhao and A Mo
International prestige and gave us a Global reputabl
|d§nt|f|cat|on But they are in terrible shape. A declining
Yy t M AWarrioro , the Co
peaceo and A sBdangeed environemegntalo
destruction. In conclusion, we are badly in need of new
Legacy that will give us a name recognition and prestige ir

seasonal residents are Nepalese workers from other regions International arena.

who migrate in for tourism related employmteln a given
season Sherpaos, Mount ai n
more than $ 2000 per expedition far exceeding the average
Nepali per capita of $ 470 at the moment. Moreover,
Everest economic benefit to Nepal Government is
remarkable.

To climb the Hmalayan Mountain, it is necessary to obtain
Government issued climbing permit. For instant, mountain
taller than 21,300 feet is premium property. That height cost
$1000 and increases $500 for every 1,640 feet. Since Mount
Everest standas per 2005 measmentat 29,017 feet, the
permit will run around $ 3350. Besides, if an expedition
party wants to take the most common route to the top of
Everest, there is an addition royalty of $ 25,000 and might
cost up to $70,000 for a seven person expedition team.
Recently, in order to attract off season tourist and climber
Nepal Government offer a plan. As per the plan, during
September through November climb will be fifty percent off
the regular price and from December to February it will be
seventy five percent losv.

However, tourism carries its own price as well in the form
of environmental destructions. There has developed a rush
to climb Mt. Everest immediately after the successful
expedition i n 1953. Prior
region environmental wasf healthier. But with thousand

of strong pair of Westerner feet pounding its foot path for

decades, environmental advocate Everest region needs a
ma

rest . Further, Gl obal cl i
geography as some of its glacier has retracted at rasl
three miles in the past twenty years. If the trend continues to
recede, it could further endanger the local Sherpas who have
already experienced flooding from the melting of ice.
Similarly trash remains problematic in Everest region;
energy sourcesra in declining stage as firewood is burned
for heating, cooking and hot showers.

As we can see these problem has created in the further
development of Mt. Everest tourism. While it is a reliable
source of income for the Government and some of the
poorest people of Nepal. Its success could be a path of
destruction as well. What our Gawenent and we the
people have done so far to control the destruction? Why are
we not serious and heading towards to kill the golden

gyéde

t foerar g e

In order to have such le acy, the moﬂern phenomenon is

Sa ﬁ’Non ' P Mdbubtledly SgRtdhus
tremendous morale impact and our Country could also be
part of such prestigious award which we lack so far. Alfrec
Noble, a Swedish industrialist and Chemist who alsc
paradoxically was inventor
trust in 18%, prior to his death for the amount of thirty one
million Swedish Kronor. He had selected five category of
prize to be awarded annually to the outstanding contributor
in Physics and Chemistry, Literature, Peace, Physiology an
Medicine. Although, the pze money which is about US
Dollar 1.2 million is not significant but the prestige and title
of Nobel laureate is a Global recognize brand that instantl
identify the person and the Country. Since Nepal has nc
received the APri z etshoulhbeton
obtain such prize. | have confident and great aspiration il
competent and talented youth of current generation; the
may bring one of such prize in near future. Our Educatior
institutions, Government, teachers and parent should dive
our energy in creating appropriate atmosphere and develo
quality education to reach the goal and generate suc
legacy.
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Bimal Nepal
Presidenttogether with all Executive Members
INLS FLORIDA CHAPTER
FLORIDA
www.inlsflch.org

Ilvajayaa dSamal tqe Ivajayaa dSamal
XauBa idpabzdat XauBa idpabalal
kU kao

Jplaxamaa ]plaxamaa
haidk tgaa mabgalan hakitqaagalamay:
SauBakamanaa SauBakaman:s
Bimal, Srijana, Bishrut & Smarika Qama kaoi pl aa Sal l
The Nepal Family The Acharya Family

West Palm Beach, Florida Ponte VVerde Beach, FLorida
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Lhotshampas: Evicted from Bhutan
By Jenelle Eli

Over 100,000 ethnic Nepalese, who had settled in Bhutan since the 19th century, were evi@&édtaorm the 1990s,
following a movement to protect the Bhutanese cultural identity. They now live in seven refugee camps in Nepal. Se
years of poverty and statelessness have given way to violence and hopelessness, and youth are increagivigledini
political movements

History of the crisis: Citizenship revoked

Bhutanés Lhotshampa population, an ethnic group tha
south since the 19th century, has faced discrimination fromB andés rul i ng cl ass for de
openness in the Himalayan kingdombés political histo
and marriage discrimination endured.

In the 1980s, illegal immigration'®mer ged as a pol itical i ssue and King
Bhutanese cultural identity based around fAone cul tu

ruling cl ass 6s -LamigticsBuddleisma favdurimgehk Ngalong Drukpa ethnic group. The law put a t
on the Nepalese language, required a traditional form of dress, restricted the practice of Hinduism, and even placed
limitations on the population. Lhotshampas who were unatlmwilling to adhere to the constraints, or were incapable «
proving citizenship (by, for example, producing decamldsdocuments), wereq®| assi fi ed as dail |
early-1990s, the Citizenship Act ensured that-sne x t h o fpopuBalion tvaes dedaturalised; political resistance was
met by more persecution from the government. A powerful intimidation campaign ensured that Lhotshampas were f
evicted, many enduring rape, arbitrary arrest, torture and killing-trarsd accouts indicate that thousands of Lhotshamp
were made to sign voluntary migration forms at gunpoint before receiving paltry compensation for their land and lea
country (1). Refugees fled to southeastern Nepal where seven camps were eventuddlyezstaid which house over
100,000 exiled Lhotshampas.

For the complete article, vishttp://infochangeindia.org/Agenda/Migratidbisplacement/Lhishampastvictedfrom-
Bhutan.html

Wish You Very Happy and Prosperous
Dashain and tihar 2066

Sanjay Bajracharya, Shailina Bajracharya and Family
Bimal Nepal, Srijana Nepal and Family

Punam Ghimire-Risal, Atulya Risal and Family

Dev Bhandary, Priti Bhandary and Family
Choodamani Khanal, Sarita Khanal and Family
Bikash Devkota, Anita Devkota and Family

Kopila Acharya, Dharma Acharya and Family

Boca Raton, Florida
West Palm Beach, Florida
Tampa, Florida
WestPalm Beach, Florida
Miami, Florida
Orlando, Florida

Jacksonville, Florida

The Florida Nepal Association ExecutivEéommittee

Florida-Nepal Association
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Bhutani Refugees in Florida
Dr. Dharma Acharya

In 1990s, about17,000 Bhutanese of Nepali origirere
forced to leave their homes in Bhutan and settle in refugee
camps along Nepal ds border
they have been living in Bhutan for many generations.

With the help of Nepali Government and UNHCR, they
lived in refugee camps alotige eastern border of Nepal for

17 vyears. Nepali Government and the international
community tried to send them back to Bhutan. However,
the autocratic Bhutani Kingdom refuged to receive them.back

Finally, countries around the woridcluding theU.S. have
opened their borders to receive these families.United

States have agreed to resettle up to 75,000 Bhutanese

refugees in diffeent cities around the country.

About 6,000 Bhutani refugees are coming to Florida in the
next few years.So far,about 300 refugees in Jacksonville
areaand about 2@h Tampa area have been resettled

They were very happy to know that there are Nepalese
living in Florida. Nepali Community have been in touch
with refugees for about a year. When we first foundtloat
there were many refugees in Jacksonville, Nepalis living in
the Jacksonville area
Progr amo on December 13,
introduction, played music, sang songs, catered food from
an Indian Restaurant, andlked about their needs and
exhanged ideas on how we could help them. We had also
invited representatives from the Hindu Society of
Jacksonville. We learned that they needed all kinds of help.
They needed clothes, furnitures, TVs, toys, bicycle,
transporation, drivers education, health and sanitation

.helTpheedy tdleim gptakr Nepabds

We mobilized the Nepali and Indian communities and
began helping them in any way we could. We startec
making weekly trips to heir apartments to distribute

donated items I|ike clothes
lal

Nepali Community from greater Miami and West Palm
Beach area also collected computers and furnitures ar
made a special trip tdacksonville in January of this year to
distribute the collected items to the refugeeswith
theleadership of Monika Pradhan, tiNepali community
also organized a picnic in the sprifidarch 28, 2009pat a
beach park. For many, it was the first tilngng at the
beach and they really enjoyed being able to see the oce:
for the first time.

Subsequently, Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) of Flagle
College, St. Augustine, Florida began helping them or
various topics including college education, opening bani
accounts, tips in grocery shopping, taking care of anc
maintenance of automobiles, e sanitation, etc. SIFE
students have been offering weekhh@ur English classes
for adults on Sundayalsa

Sadly, on July 26, 2009, Hari Adhikari, 21, one of the
refugees who had moved to Jacksonville 5 months ago we
shot at Jacksonville's South Metreighborhood.The
slaying occurred Sunday shortly before midnight at the
Stonemont Village Apartments, where he lived. He was
robbed of his wallet, food stamps and his cell phone by a
unidentified gunman, shot in the chest at point blank rang
and walled away.

Hari was the only family member who was starting to earr
money to support his older parents and brothers. Whe

or g a n iheaedabout the Eagic incderflokdaNepal AsgogiationO t

provided. various \kigds af sugportfte elp [thg bereavec
family get through th tragedy. FNA took the initiative to
raise money to support the Adhikari family. FNA raised
about $1,170 and handed over the money to the family.
After facing so much hardships in Bhutan and subsequentl
in refugee camps in Nepal, they have now arrirredhe
land of opportunities where the sky is the limit. Your
support in helping/guiding them to overcome obstacles the

training, english education, opening bank accounts, face along thg way to realize these opportunities will be
shopping tips, buying car s égreatly appreciated.
Florida-Nepal Association Page 6 Vol. 17 No. 3 September 2009



4 Ivajayaa dSam)
XauBa idpgbalal
kao
]plaxamaa
haldtqaagaamay
SauBakaman

Atulya, Punam
Neilambar and Alankaar

The Risal Family
Tampa, Florida

(U )

4 Ivajayaa dSamem
XauBa idp@batal
kao
]plaxamaa
haikl tqaa mabgale
SauBakamane

Sanjay, Shailina
Siddhartha & Sristina

- 3

Ivajayaa dSatga
ithar 20&g
kao
]plaxamaa
haidk tgaa mabgale
SauBakamana

Bijaya, Archana, Ajay

\ The Kattel Family /
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Dev Ram, Priti, Sahil Ram & Yuvani

West Palm Beach, Florida

The Bajracharya Family
Boca Raton, FL

< /

The Bhandary Family

Florida-Nepal Association
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Tressurer's Report:

Florida Nepal Association - Treasurer's Report

December 31, 2008 - September 30, 2009

Beginning Balance: $2,272.07
INCOME EXPENSES
Membership Fees and Raffle BOA service fee $170.00
New Year Greetings
e Yo Piric Spenss (P9 .1,
New Year 2066 Picnic $1,001.00
NAC Registration $100.00
Speaker Rental(INLS) $25.00
Website and meeting costs $132.70
Newsletter Expense $158.70

Total Income $1,001.00[Total Expenses $1,286.51
Surplus/(Deficit) -$285.51
Total Balance in FNA Account $1,986.56

O ljhof bzdL tyf
z'e |IbkfinL@)™

sf]
pknlfdf
xflb{s tyf d+undo
Z'esfdgf

Basant Pangeni

Tirtha, Radha, Sharmila & Krishna Mali Mlaml’ FL
K Gainesville, Florida /
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MIGRATION OF NEPALESE - HISTORY,
STATUS AND CHALLENGES AHEAD

August 01 2009, FNA organized the Nepal Study Forum
program in West Palm Beach, At.was a very successful
event and had good participation from the losapalese
community.The topic of the event wasMigration of
Nepalese- History, Status and Challenges Ahedd The
programhad four highly distinguished Nepalespeakers
and a very attentive audience.

The program kicked off withDr. Hari Pandey briefly
talking about immigration and some statistical overview of
Nepalese immigrants and DV lotteryHe further
emphasized on lobbying to bring few spegiakmporary
workers every year on HR visa in profesens such as
farming, plumbing, landscamg and gardening which will
boost Nepalesepopulation in USA The DV lottery is
scheduled to end in the ye20012.

Following this, Dr. Bijaya Kattel, renowned naturalist,
discussed on relation between animal anchdru migration.
He highlighted few examples of migration pattern of ®ird
and animalainderdifferent situation and classified different
kinds of migration and its relation to human migration.

Third speaker of th@rogramwas Mr. Pramod Sharma,
who has livel and worked in South Floridar the last 32

adjustments in the American society and culture. He als
talked about his education in Israel amow he chose to
raise his family and the adjtments they had to go through.

4

Distinguished speakers (from left to right), Dr. Bhandary, Mr. Sharma
Dr. Kattel and Dr. Pandey.

The last speaker wdsr. Sharada Bhandary who talked
about his college days and how he came to the US. H
talked about migration oNepalesemedical professionals
and what they have to do to qualify to practice medicine ir
US. He alsopresented statistical overview of Nepalese
Medical professionals ihoth Nepal and USn the end, Dr.

years. He had a very interesting and interactive talk sharing Pandey again took the stage and summarized th

his personal experienceslong with transition and

immigration issues and challenges.

Audio and video material froittne program will be uploaded in FNA website. For future programs please visit FNAt&vebs

contact Mr. Dharma Khanal, coordinator of NSF.

-by Niraj Shresth, NSF coordination team
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