October 2007

A happy Bijaya Dasami
2064 to all FNA members
and friends. May Durga
Bhawani bless us with good
times in the forthcoming
days and years. As you all
may know, in Nepal, CA
general elections have been
postponed and no dates
have been announced yet.
We always read various
news about our mother
land, may it be good, bad
or frustrating. We all are
aware that our country is
going through a rough
transition period. While our
country is divided in many
political groups, ethnic val-
ues and rebel groups, we
Floridians (Nepalese com-
munity living in Florida)
should be united in all man-
ners. Our hearts are not
divided as our fellow broth-
ers and sisters living in Ne-
pal. We are a community,
no matter where our roots
may be from let it be tarai,
pahad or himal. | mean Lim-
buwan, Khambuwan or
Madhesi. We are simply a
non resident Nepali, but we
must work to our fullest
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capacity to save our mother-
land from any kind of dan-
ger.

Dasain is around the corner
and we all are aware that
like every other year, FNA
will be celebrating this years
Dasain party in Gainesville.
All our friends in Gainesville
are ready to welcome you
with many interesting pro-
grams. Florida Chautari,
INLS Florida Chapter and
Abi Kattel Memorial Founda-
tion are also helping us in
making this event an inter-
esting one. Please visit our
official web site
www.floridanepal.org to get
more information on this
Dashain program. FNA al-
ways encourage you to par-
ticipate in this program with
typical Nepali dress which
represents your ethnic and
cultural values. Like last year,
there is a best dressed men
and women award and
many other door prizes and
raffle sponsored by our re-
spected community mem-
ber. Please pass along this
invitation to your friends
and family circle and encour-

A%

g W e

R
M hormdn-Napal Asacinlam

ik, o008
i i 4
- U

THLT

e R

ST M=y

Sundar Joshi—FNA President

age everyone to participate
in this gala gathering. Your
participation is energy for
FNA. Please renew your
membership and encour-
age others to do the same.
New FNA membership is
always encouraged.

| am proud to share the
news that a group of young
and energetic individuals

have established a club Flor-

ida Chautari in South Flor-
ida. They are focused in
sports and fitness. This
group has already organ-
ized many sport events in
the past and will be leading
a football (soccer) match in
Gainesville. This will be a
first in our annual FNA
Dashain program. This is a
friendly football match and
everyone is welcome to par-
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HAPPY VIJAYA DASHAMI
FLORIDA —NEPAL ASSOCIATION

Time:
Saturday, October 27, 2007, Gainesville, FL.
Football and Basketball match: 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Main event: 3:00 PM - 11:59 PM

The tentative program is as follows

11:00 - 1:00 PM Football (soccer) match
2:00 - 3:00 PM Basketball match

3:00 — 4:00 PM Registration, social hour

4:00 — 5:00 PM Snacks, video show on FNA

5:00 — 5:30 PM INLS FL chapter program

5:30 — 6:00 PM Nepal Study Forum program

6:00 — 6:30 PM Abi Kattel Memorial foundation announcement
6:30 — 7:00 PM Durga Puja, Tika

7:00 — 8:30 PM Dinner

8:30 — 10:30 PM Cultural program

10:30 — 11:00 PM Raffle, door prize, prize distribution

11:00 — 11:30 PM Open dance floor

Registration:
Adult (FNA members): $25.00
Adult (Non-FNA members): $30.00
Students (High school, full-time college and international): $12.00
Kids 7 years and under: FREE
(registration covers snacks, soft drinks, dinner and entertainment).

Venue:
India Cultural and Education Center ICEC
1115 SW 13th Street
Gainesville, FL 32602

Hotel:
Gainesville Days Inn
1901 SW 13th St.
Gainesville, FL 32608 US
Phone: 352-376-2222
Fax: 352-374-6729

Please call the hotel DIRECTLY to get a guaranteed price of $49.50/room. Please mention
"FloridaNepal Association".

For more details, please visit the FNA website

http://www.floridanepal.org
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Florida Nepal Association - Treasurer's Report

September 30, 2006 -

September 30, 2007

Beginning Balance: $7,233.78
INCOME EXPENSES

Membership Fees $1,275.00NAC Membership $100.00

New Year Greetings $22.00Dashain Expenses $3,248.04

Dashain Party Registration - 2006 $2,248.00Website and conference call $230.86

Raffle - 2006 $148.00News Letter 2006 $160.89

Band 2006 -Funds Raise $1,000.00Band 2006 $1,200.00

Other Fund Raise (Books CDs) $30.00BOA Checks and service fee $49.00
Corporate Filing fee for 2006 and

Hall Deposit - 2006 $200.002007 $161.51

New Year 2064 Picnic -Pot Luck Contribu- New Year Picnic Expenses (Hats

tion $215.00jand other supplies) $262.24

Pilgrim Software Sponsorship-New Year

2064 Soccer Game $175.00News Letter 2007 $332.79

News Letter Greetings $240.00

Total Income $5,553.00Total Expenses $5,745.33

Surplus/(Deficit) -$192.33

[Total Balance in FNA Account $7,041.45

President ‘s Message Cont—.

ticipate. The match is scheduled for
11:00 AM on Saturday October 27,
2007. On top of that, we are planning
a basketball match also, which has
been scheduled for 1:00 PM. Please try
to gather at the football and basketball
field to enjoy the game and cheer up

the players at the same time. You must

be aware that there are some profes- community better in future.

sional players including some Nepali

National Players. | am sure that the
game must be an interesting event of

this year Dashain program. Last but
not least, | request our community

Thank you.
Sundar Joshi

member to give us your advice and
support to make FNA a great Associa-

tion. We are committed to serve our

Hope to see you all in Gainesville.

Congratulations to Ishan Shukla (Grade 12) for being named National Merit
Semifinalist. (Less than 1% of High School Students in the USA get selected for this

recog

nition



Page 4

3 # 4
1" # # # %
%
n $ ' (ll
ll)* |
(
+ %
-

1/ "%

4
5,
ll#l
8 9
! 0
5

# -

i

@
4
4

0B
A

oF
Ill

$
gron

#

06"$

# B
# CD6E
"4

# + 1
, H




Volume 15, No. 3

# 0+ 1 " 5 .,
5 ( " 1'/
5 * '
0C # "B + #3 :
5 % 5 -
g " 0 +
- - H# B # : 01
$  + ., ; #9 Q
4 + $ # 4
" 1 # 1
1 1 k0
: ( R
'l # +. #( 5 1
-. 1 5 R
* 1 ! #q .
5 (N IR
"** ) Vi Ht
= y . = % —_
0 1 : #? _> 1_
#9 #9
! H" #$ 0
+ ; , %
4 #9 1 "
( : #$ 0
t.1 4 "0 =4,
+, * ’ 4
P #? + 1 #9 Q
11 5 #9  #$ 0
1 Y4,




Page 6

L o g Y A o e

e
8|,
:

F: [

[ % é ‘ [
Rt L
3
¥ -
- .- ...

-
15
-
-

-
-

Nana and Ajava Satyal
Fort Myers, Florida

feorar Ser
B JIAHAT
TS AT WFewg

RHPHAT

Tirtha. Radha. Sharmila & Krishna Mali
Gamesville. FL

Joy
ON
LARTH

Sushil. Rama.
Fita and Avash

‘ Bhattacl
Sarjay, Shailina, Siddhartha & * 1attachan
Sristina Ejaj racharga j
Boca Raton, FL ; Tampa. Florida
—r o - i

ch el

Harihar Khanal and Family
Port Orange. Florida
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fqeraT TITHT F
JYAHT &Mk q9T AgaAAg
TAHTHAT

HAPPY VIJAYA
DASHAMI

Rajib, Ruku. Maya & Sanjay Lamsal
Jacksonville, FL

faerar TeTHier IqeaTaT
Elieds T9T AFHY

AHPMHAT

Dharma, Mithila Manisha & Manish Khanal
Dhurba & Madhuri Sharma

DIPPY 'S DONUT
Ft. Lauderdale

faer AT ST &
SIARTHT
gifa® a91 AFaaT

RTHASRTHAT

Sundar Joshi and Family

West Palm Beach

Ram & Pratima Upadhyaya

Riverview, FL

ﬁ:w_w-lﬁ
EA)
SYSHHT Bl

ATHRTHAT

Dharma, Kopila, Sheila, Shilpa, and Suraj
Acharya
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

faorar TITdT &1 IIATHT
gifasd quT AFAHd

ATHARTHAT

The Shuklas
Gainesville. FL.
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Dashain
e

As the season of fall approaches, one of Nepal’s most auspicious and longest festivals takes place,

Dashain. Occurring around September and October, it's one of the most widely spread holidays

celebrated in every household of every caste. For fifteen days the goddess Durga, in her many
forms, are worshipped with countless pujas, several offerings and thousands of animal sacrifices for
her custom sacred bathing soaked in blood. Dashain recognizes the grand victory of the gods over
the demons. One victorious story was revealed by Ramayan, where Lord Ram after much attempt
murdered Ravana, the wicked king of demons. However, he was only triumphant in the battle when
goddess Durga was brought to his attention. The main celebration honors the conquest of good
over evil and is signified by goddess Durga killing the dreadful demon, Mahisasur, who threatened
the earth in the appearance of a vicious water buffalo. The ferocious battle between goddess Durga
and the demon Mahisasur lasted for nine days and therefore is represented during the first nine
days of the festival. The tenth day signifies the day when Mahisasur was slain. The last five days
symbolizes the celebration with the blessing of the goddess, who is now continuously worshipped
through out the kingdom as the divine mother goddess. In preparation for Dashain, homes are
cleansed and decorated in return for the blessing and good fortune from the goddess Durga.
Throughout the fifteen day celebration all organizations are closed and labor is almost impossible to
find. From the poor to the rich all enjoy a festive atmosphere. The market is filled with ones buying
gifts and offerings for the gods as well as family, as they meet both their near and distant relatives.
Family gatherings are emphasized on the tenth day, Dashami. It is this day that one takes tika and
jamara from their elders receiving their blessings as well carrying on for the next four days. Dashain

ends on the fifteenth day when the goddess of wealth, Laxmi, is worshipped. On this day everyone

stays home and rest as the goddess Laxmi is asked to visit each and everyone.

—Sheela Malakar (First published September 2002 FNA Newsletter.)




Volume 15, No. 3 Page 9

Tihar-Panchak Yama; the five days of the underworld lord.

Of all Hindu festivals, one of the most well known is Tihar (Diwali), the festival of lights. Through this
festival we worship Goddess Laxmi, the Goddess of wealth. This festival lasts five days and begins
with the thirteenth day of the waning moon in October. Here is a short story to reason why this festi-
val is celebrated so widely. An astrologer told a king who was living his last days of life that a ser-
pent would take his remaining life from him. Since the king didn’t want to die, he asked the astrolo-
ger if there was any way he could avoid his death. In return the astrologer recommended him to
sleep with lit oil lamps close to his bed and to furnish his palace with oil lamps on Laxmi puja day.
Therefore the Goddess Laxmi convinced the serpent to not take his life. The serpent told Yama Raj
that it wasn'’t yet time for the king to join the underworld. Therefore Yama Raj opened his ledger
where the king’s age left was at zero; however the serpent cunningly put a

seven before the zero which left the king for seventy more years to live. Thus Tihar is celebrated
worshipping both the underworld and the Goddess Laxmi. The final day of Tihar is ‘Bhai Tika’ where
brothers receive tika by their sisters. A royal astrologer announces through the national radio one
day in advanced a suitable time to put the tika where the entire nation follows it. The king also re-
ceives tika from his sisters where once he receives tika a gun salute is given to tribute the occasion.
The most important reason for Bhai tika is that sisters pray for their brother’s long life from god of
the underworld, Yama Raj.

—Asha Malakar (First published September 2002 FNA Newsletter.)

New Arrival—Riwaj Rana Bhat

DOB: 12th june,2007

Mother's Name: Sarita Chauhan

Father's Name: Rajendra Rana Bhat

Congratulations to Mum and Dad...

New Arrival—Aditi Bhattarai

DOB: 20th June 2007
Mother’s name: Darshana Mahat

Father’s Name: Kumud Bhattarai

Congratulations to Mum and Dad...
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Celebration of 194th Bhanu Jayanti in West Palm Beach and Tampa

(INLS), Florida Chapter organized
the 194th Bhanu Jayanti and Kavi
Gosthi in West Palm Beach (WPB)
and Tampa areas respectively on
July 28 and August 11, 2007. A re-
markable number of Nepalis living in
these areas were present in the pro-
grams.

The programs began with Puspa Ar-
pan to late poet Aadi Kavi Bhanu
Bhakta Acharya by the participants
followed by the elder members. Aadi
Kavi’s biography and his contribution
to Nepali language and literature
were highlighted in the programs.
Few stanzas of Bhanu Bhakta’'s
Ramayana were recited during these
events, which made the participants
spellbound as these stanzas re-
flected Adi Kavi’s simplicity and
beauty of expression in Nepali lan-
guage.

In WPB, the program proceeded by
Kavi Gosthi in which poems were
recited by Sabitri Shrestha, Abhigya
Neupane, Bidya Raj Subedi, Sumi-
tra , Shreehari Shrestha. Similarly
Bal Kavis Sairoshan Shrestha, Sahil
Bhandary and Isha Joshi presented
their creations in the program, which
encouraged other children to partici-
pate in such programs in future.

During this occasion Chapter’s advi-
sor Pramod Sharma announced the
names of high school graduates of
Florida and their proud parents.
Starting from this year, our Chapter
will recognize these graduates during
the celebration of Mahakavi Laxmi
Prasad Devkota Jayanti.

Survey forms about Nepali class fea-
sibility study were administered in the
occasion where INLS, Florida Chap-
ter vice-president Ameena Shrestha
conducted a brief parents and volun-
teers survey. During the program, the
Chapter established a Donation Box
which will be placed in every pro-
gram and the donated money will be
spent wisely to conduct various ac-
tivities of the Chapter as expressed
by the Chapter’s treasurer, Abhigya
Neupane.

As a guest presenter, Dr. Bijaya Kat-
tel, president of Abi Kattel Memorial
Foundation (AKMF) and advisor of
INLS, Florida Chapter, presented the
slides and highlighted on various on-
going activities as well as the objec-
tives of AKMF.

Presenting the vote of thanks for all
participants who helped the program
to make a success, Dr. Bidya Raj
Subedi, president of INLS, Florida
Chapter highlighted on the purpose,
past and present activities including
future plans of the Chapter. He em-
phasized on the value of integration
of Nepali society in America by
means of Nepali language and litera-
ture and the significance of cultural
transformation to the children of
Nepali origin living in America. He
also mentioned the importance of
noble goals set by the INLS, Florida
Chapter to preserve Nepali lan-
guage, culture, literature, and iden-
tity.

INLS, Florida Chapter Advisor, high-
lighted on Aadi Kavi’s biography and
his contribution to Nepali language
and literature. Punam Ghimire Risal,
INLS-Tampa Regional Vice-
President, highlighted on the impor-
tance of preserving Nepali language
and culture and passing them to the
next generation regardless of where
we reside. She later presented INLS
Florida Chapter President Dr.
Bidya Raj Subedi’s message and
poem on Aadi Kavi Bhanubhakta.
Nepali Literature admirers who par-
ticipated in the Kabi Gosthi were Dr.
Ram Raj Upadhyaya, Dr. Pratima
Upadhyaya, Neetu Karki, Rajendra
Singh Raut, Hari Adhikari, Kamal
Tiwari, Shushil Bhattachan, Atulya
Risal, Gyan Bd. Karki, and Gokarna
Aryal. Some poets recited their own
poems whereas some others recited
poems written and sent by their
friends. Some participants recited
poems from Aaadi Kavi Bhanu
Bhakta and Kavi Shromani Lek-
hanath Paudyal. As a former student
from BhanuBaktha School, Kamal
Tiwari recited sloks from Bahnubakta
Ramayan. Among children, Kushal
Tiwari sang a Nepali song and San-
gam Shrestha performed a Nepali
dance. Survey results on the Nepali
class feasibility study were shared
during the occasion. Sagar Publica-
tion was once again introduced and
participants were requested to pro-
vide their literary material. During
the program, as per request, all par-
ticipants provided donations to sup-
port INLS-Tampa. The program was
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closed with closing remarks from
Rajendra Singh Raut.

the kids in both of these programs. It
was observed that everyone was de-

In both programs, pot luck of Nepali
dinner with varieties of menu was
served after the program. In WPB,
the volunteers who participated in
food preparation and management
of the program were Abhigya and
Prajesh Neupane, Sita and Shiva
Nepal, Renu and Pramod Sharma,
Bidya Raj and Bijaya Subedi,
Ameena and Niraj Shrestha, Dev
and Priti Bhandary, Sabitri
Shrestha, Bijaya and Archana Kat-
tel, Ashish Bahistha, Pravin Basnet,
Indira Ghimire, Anuja Shrestha and
their family members. Especially,
the Chapter is thankful to Sumitra
who served as a master of cere-
mony and to Lochan Shrestha with-
out whom the community hall would
not have been available. Also in
Tampa most of the attendants par-
ticipated in pot luck Nepali dinner.
Candies were also distributed to all

environment, Nepali language, and
Nepali foods. INLS, Florida Chapter is
very thankful to all the participants in
West Palm Beach and Tampa areas.

lighted with our own very Nepali literary

These programs would not have been
successful without your sincere help
and valuable support.

- Bidhya Subedi
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Abi Kattel Memorial Foundation
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[ extends its gratitude and warm wishes
to all Hindus on the occasion of 11

+ Vijaya Dashami and Dipawali 2064 4 &
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FNA Paid Members (2006-2007)

FNA would like to thank following members for paying their membership fees for the year 2006. We hope
that they will continue their membership for the year 2007 also which can be done during the forth
coming Dashain party in Gainesville. We also look forward to new membership in the forth coming years.

Your payment will make our organization stronger to perform increased social activities.

Note: We update this list in every newsletter

Last Name First Name City Member Type
Acharya Dharma and Kopila Ponte Vedra Beach Family
Acharya Subodh and shweta Gainesville Student
IAdhikari Raj and Eve Jacksonville Family
IAdhikari Baburam and krishna Jacksonville Family
Bahadur Ganga and Jashoda Jacksonville Family
Bhatt Shirish Gainesville Individual
Devkota Bikash and amita Winterpark Family
Dhakal Tara and Kusumi Gainesville Student
Dhamala Mukesh and Kusum Boca Raton Family
Gautam rajeev and puja Jacksonville Family
Joshi Sundar and Rekha Royal Palm Beach Family
Joshi Parbat and ramesh Family
Uosse Pabitra and Maneesh Riverview Family
Khanal Bhogendra and Sabita Lake Clark Shores Family
Khanal Harihar and Tika Port Orange Family
| amsal Rajeeb and Rukmini Jacksonville Family
| amsal Sanjay and richa Gainesville Student
Malakar Chunye and Durga Jacksonville Family
Malakar Subarna and Pramila Gainesville Family
Malakar Umesh and Meena Jacksonville Family
Mali Pawan and Pramila Jacksonville Family
Mali Tirtha and Radha Gainesville Family
Nepal Bimal and Srijana Palm Springs Family
Neupane Pranaya and anupama Jacksonville Family
Pachhai Sarita and shankar Palatka Family
Prajapati Krishna and saroj Lakeland Family
Rana Khush Jacksonville Family
Risal Punam and Atulya Brandon Family
[Sapkota Nabin Orlando Student
Satyal Ajaya and Nana Boynton Beach Family
Shah Soorya and Urmila Jacksonville Family
Shakya Suresh and Sonia Jacksonville Family
Sharma Sanjaya and mukta Bradenton Family
Sherpa Jamling Pensacola Individual
Shrestha Anil & Kalpana St. Augustine Family
Shrestha Chandan West Palm Beach Family
Shrestha Gyan Das & Maiya Jacksonville Family
Shrestha Purna Man and Ramita Jacksonville Family
Shrestha Sagar and karuna Jacksonville Family
Shukla Shailendra and Saroj Gainesville Family
Subedi Bidya and Bijaya Boynton Beach Family
Tiwari Khushi R. Tallahassee Family
Weeder Radha and Roger Atlantic Beach Family
Shrestha Rajendra and Lisa Orlando Family
Pradhan Meena Orlando Family
Shrestha Nabin and Sharmila tampa Family
Bhatt Rajendra Bhat tampa Family
Adhikari Hari Orlando Student
IAdhikari Pragya and Shirish tampa Family
Neupane Prajesh and Abhigya West Palm Beach Family
Basnyet Pravin and Leena Coconut Creek Family
Bajracharya Sanjay and Shailina Boca Raton Family
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If you have not paid your annual FNA Membership dues yet, please fill out the following membership Information Form and mail it

along with your check to
Punam K. Ghimire

1409 Brilliant Cut Way
Valrico, FL 33594

O New Member

[ Renewal

Today's Date

First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

Spouse First Name

Spouse Middle Name

Spouse Last Name

FNA Membership Information

Form
Sigh up for one of the Price
following membership
Type
O Family Membership $25.00
O Individual Membership $15.00
O student Membership $12.00

Total:

Children Information

Children Information

Address City, State Zip
Phone Cell Phone
Email

Spouse Email Address




Newsletter
Quarterly publication of
Florida-Nepal Association

86 Nottingham Place
Boynton Beach, FL 33426

Florida Nepal Association (FNA) is a non-profit
organization registered in Florida, USA. FNA was
established in 1992. FNA mission is to:

To promote close cooperation and friendship
among Nepalese and friends of Nepal in the
United States with particular emphasis on
people residing in Florida, and the neighboring
states.

1. To promote educational, charitable, social,
and cultural activities.

2. To promote close relations with other similar

Executive Committee

President
Mr. Sundar Joshi
RIMPUJAYA@aol.com

Member at Large
Mr. Bimal Nepal
bimnepal@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dr. Harihar Khanal
khana66a@gmail.com

Member at Large

Mr. Pranaya Neupane-
pranayal01l@yahoo.com
General Secretary + Web
Master

Mr. Sanjay Bajracharya
sanjay@bajracharya.net

If you find any mistake,
please send an email to

Treasurer Editorial Board
Ms. Punam K. Ghimire

prisal@gmail.com

Members. We will make

correction and post it in
our web site in the
newsletter section at
www.floridanepal.org.

Information Secretary
Mr. Prajesh Neupane
pneupane@gmail.com

To:

www.floridanepal.org

Advisory Committee

Mr. Tirtha Mali-
malibeeb@gmail.com

Dr. Bijaya Kattel
bijkat@gmail.com

Dr. Khushi Ram Tiwari
tiwarikr@hotmail.com

Mr. Rajeeb Lamsal
rlamsal@comcast.net

Dr. Shailendra Shukla
s_shukla@msn.com

Mr. Ajaya Satyal
ajay_satyal@hotmail.com

Dr. Dharma Acharya
acharya.dharma@gmail.com

Dr. Ram Raj Upadhya
Ram_R_Upadhyay@spfldcol.e
du

Nepal Student Forum

Mr. Nabin Sapkota

Editorial Board

nsapkota@gmail.com

devbhan@hotmail.com
ddjjss@gmail.com
pneupane@gmail.com

Mr Dev Ram Bhandary
Mr. Dinesh Jung Shah
Mr. Prajesh Neupane



